300              THE  COLLECTED WORKS  OF MAHATMA GANDHI

With deference to the Superintendent, I beg to say that the
first defendant did not defy the law. The Magistrate made no
order; but he, in his fatherly and kind manner, suggested that I
should advise him to get the Mayor's pass3. I submitted that such
was not necessary but said that in deference to his suggestion I
would do so. The defendant has now received a reply from the
Town Clerk that the pass will not be issued to him, a clerk and
Sunday School teacher, having never been charged with any
criminal offence. If he is not fit to be out after 9 p.m. he cannot
be fit to be a Sunday School teacher. One would think that it is
less dangerous for him to be put after nine than for him to be a
Sunday School teacher who would mould the character of tender
children. The Superintendent says that his force "has never inter-
fered with the Arab merchants or other respectable coloured men
at night". Were not these two boys fit to be ranked among
"other respectable coloured men"? I appeal to him, and entreat
him to consider well whether he .himself would have arrested these
two boys. I say in his own words, "If his whole force were as
considerate and amiable as himself there would be no difficulty,"

I think, in dealing with my "Open Letter", you were kind
enough to say that cases of real grievance will readily command
your sympathy. Do you consider this case a real grievance? If
you do, I ask your sympathy so that cases like the above may not
occur again. I have found it difficult to ask respectable Indian
youths who may care for my advice to take out passes from their
masters, I have asked them to take out the Mayor's pass of
exemption. But since the first application has been refused, it
has damped the zeal of the others. If the public approve of such
arrests the police may be induced to repeat them in spite of the
Magistrate's opinion to the contrary. The Press, therefore, by its
opinion can either make it easier for apparently respectable
Indians to take out the Mayor's pass of exemption, or else almost
impossible for the police to repeat such arrests. There is the re-
course to a suit against the Corporation. But that is a recourse
to be had in the last resort.

/ am, etc.,
M. K. GANPHI
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